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moncd the nearest bishops to Carthage and drew up the  reply to Xosjmus.      Their  letter  has * not been  preserved,1  and  thus  the  Roman historian has  probably  been  spared   a   paintul   task.    But Prosper  relates  that   two   hundred  ami   fourteen bishops were present  at  the synod, and has preserved  this instructive paragraph of their letter : * We hereby ordain [inmtidtiMtt* \ that the sentence which  Innocent passed on Peiagius and Cu'lestius from the  chair of the apostle   Peter  remains  in force until they make a clear profession ' of the Augustinian view «»f faith and  justifuafinn,     We do not know the date ot  this synod.     I lowever, Zosimus made- no reply until  the   f\ IM  of March 418, when he intimated to the  African bishops a considerable change in his sentiments.   They uerc quite wrong, he said, in supposing  that   he had given   complete   eredcme   to   the   professions  nf Cu'lestius.     His ilecisinn was still   in  resrrve ;  in fact, new matter had recently been  pl.ued  before him, and  lie  broadly hints that  he  is  likely  to condemn the heretics.    This letter reached Car thflgc  on   the   29th   of  /\prilt  ami   found  two hundred and live (PhotUw says two hundred and twenty-six)   bishops   assembled    there  from   all parts of Africa for another council.    They met